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WHAT DOES CHILD, INC. DO?
we have had a flood of publicity ali Sl-'ring,
and several reporters have asked vhat projects
vs are currently working on.
Here is our state.-nt to the IRS on our
and proposed activitiess

present

We v ill publish a newsletter to describe
the p l ight of children associated v ith
sects which advocate beatings and denial
ot health care, to describe the r ights of
these children and the duties of parents
under tne lav, to disseminate statements
by clergymen and
other
profe ssionals
upholding humane treatment of child ren,
to
discuss
vays
tor
health-care
professionals to build bridges to parents
vho abuse or neglect their chil dren on
doctrinal
grounds,
and
to
make
bibliographies on this topic available.
Other
activities
will
include
advertisements to help parents recognize
health
emergencies,
talk
show
appearances,
letters
to
the
press ,
research
on
religiously-influenced
medical
neglect
and
abuse ,
and
distribution ot information a bout court
cases to professionals
involved
with
child protection and other inquirers.
The only one of these activities still not
underway
is
advertisements
on
health
emergencies. We v ill certainly develop those
as funds become available.
we have been kept incredibly busy this yea r
with talk shows. We had barely gotten back in
mid-September from our 3,000-mile odyssey to
Detroit and elsewhere for our lavsuit when I
had to go to New York to be on the Today show.
Since then
I' v e
made
trips
to
Boston,
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Los Angeles, Detroit,
Portland, and San Francisco to be on talk
shove. I also vent to Buffalo to speak on
"Paranormal Health Cures• at a conference.

Rita Swan, Wr iter

We have also responded
to
several
dozen
requests from other sources.
A legislative
analyst in Florida asked tor case law with
which to counter a Moral Majority drive to
exempt church-run residential care facilities
for
children
from
state
licensing.
A
prosecutor in Idaho asked for our a s sessment o f
Idaho's religious immunity l av a compared to
those elsewhere. An author of a cr iminology
textbook
asked
for
doCUlll8ntation
on
California •s religious immunity lave.
Another
is writing an essay for a prOlllinsnt l aw journal·
on
Medicare
reimbursements
tor
Christia n
Science "health care• and asked tor our hel p.
When reporters ask what •projects• CHILD, Inc.
is •currently working on,• I wish I could cite
one big project, but I am proud of what ve •ve
This work
been able to do with our resources.
not
sound
is
time-consuming
and
may
•glamorous, • but it meets a need.
Also, I do think ve have radically changed
attitudes, so that. church lobbying and injuries
to Christian Science children will get far mor e
scrutiny
both
in
the
mass
media
and
intellectual community.
In 1978 I first gathered up enough courage to
approach the edit.or of the Grosse Pointe News
with the information that two Chri stian Science
children were the only children bet.ween ages
one and fourteen who had died in Gros se Pointe
Park the pr eceding year. The editor ref uaed to
print that, even as a letter to the editor.
He
said it would be •vary far out of step• and
coul.d get them •in a lot of trouble. •
It. took
another fourteen months ot eff ort before I got
anybody in ~he press to cover the death of our
son.
on Mar ch 23rd of this year , ~ Morning,
Americ! covered the death of Chri8illn sci ence
child Shauntay Walker.
When I
remelllber how
diffe rent the pr ess attitude vas in 1978 , I
have to fee l we have accomplished a lot.
MEMBERSHIP IN CHILD, INC,

We have also been kept busy providing district
att orneys vith information about
cases
of
religiously- based medical neglect. We at least
put them in contact
vith
other
district
attorneys who have dealt with
such
cases
recently. But in most cases we do considerably
more, sending out summaries ot court cases,
court
transcripts,
newspaper
accounts
of
similar tragedies to children, etc.
Recently
ve were able to help
locate
tw
expert
witnesses tor a district attorney.

Membership
in
this
organization
is
by
a pplicati on and the n vote of the Board of
Directors.
Applicants are asked to sign a
pledge that they believe children have right.a
to medical care and protect.ion from phyeical
abuse. Membership dues are $15 a year1 a ll
dues and contributions are now tax deductible.
The membership year begins on January 1.
If
members have not yet paid duee for 1984 , ve
would like them to ao so.
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CONGRATULATE US QUICKLY !
On March 27, the I RS called with the thril l ing
neva that CHILD,
Inc.
had
been
granted
tax-exempt statue
as
a
publicly-supported
charity. Last ·e~r our first application vaa
rejected on ground& that va war e a lobbying
organization.

our second IRS determination specialist advised

ua that va were • treading a very fine line• and
asked us to notify her i-diately it va ever
did lobbying. I fel t aha wanted to protect us
from challenges to our tax status.
CHILD, Inc. has made no secret ot our strong
interest in the
lava.
We
believe
that
religious immunity
lava,
which
make
the
children in faith-healing sects second-class
citizens, are wrong and should be repealed.
As
an individual, I have lobbied intensively tor
more protective lave. But I do not petition
legislators on CHILD, Inc. stationery,
and
hopefully ve can .maintain our tax-exempt status
with the IRS.
Meanwhile, ot courae, the Christian Science
church maintains a salaried lobbyist in every
state, entirely paid by tax-exempt monies, who
lobby incessantly tor everything tram the right
ot mentally disabled aex offenders to receive
•apirit ual
treatment•
instead
ot
medical
treatment to religious exemptions troa
plcu
teats for newborn babiee.
(Editor's note: CHILD later filed form 5768 allowing
up to 20% of its expenditures to be for lobbying.)

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MOTHER CHARGED WITH
CHILD ENDANGERMENT
on March 22,
California,
endangerment
the death of
ot Christian

1984, Laurie Walker of Sacralllento,
vas charged wi t h
felony
child
and involuntary manslaughter for
her daughter after seventeen days
Science treatment .

Her tour-year-old daughter, Shauntay, died of
meningitis.
Doctors say
untreated
victims
endure
high
fevers,
nausea,
vomiting,
increasing stiffness, and intense pain.
An
aunt who visited the home several days before
Shauntay's death said the mother told
her
Shauntay was doing fine and vould not let her
see the little girl.
Another aunt saw her
comatose the night before her death and told
Mrs. Walker to get her
to
the
hos pital
immediately.
She
refused,
and
the
aunt
threatened to notify the police.
After the
a unt left, Mrs. Walker moved Shauntay to a
Chrietian Scientist ' s home where she die d.
Al.though Christian Science practitioners are
required by California law to report suspected
child abuse, Shauntay'e practitioner,
Norma
Al pert, did not report the girl' s illness.
Hor
did Carol Strope, a Christian Science •nurse.•
Alpert refused to cooperate with investigators,
claiming a privilege she actually does not
have. All the • nurse • would say is that she
gave the child • spiritual guidance. •
Thia
information is taken trom The sacrtmento Bee.

First Calitonia prosecution
To the beat ot my knowledge, this is

the tirat
manslaughter
charge
against
a
Christian
Scientiet in california, despite many deaths ot
Christian Science children there.
section 270
ot
the
california
Pen.al
Code
in
tact
categorizee • spiritual treatment• by a church's
• duly accredited practitioner • as
• remedial
care• tor children.
But the prosecution is
proceeding, at least in part, under Section 273
charging child endangerment.
Ot course,
the
church hae never advised t he members they could
be charged
with
child
endangel"11181lt.
In
booklet& ostensibly advising members ot their
legal rights and
obligation&,
the
church
eelecta lave which suit their purposes and
present& portions of them to convince
the
-w>e.r e that it is legal for them to deny
children medical care. Usually, they get away
with it, but now they not only have a dead
child and broken- hearted parents, but
aleo
criminal charges.
Church and race
I ronically, this death ot a mulatto
child
follows considerable effort by the church to
display its adniscule number of blacks
in
prominent poeitions. I believe their motive was
to impress the large black population in Wayne
County, Michigan, who would likely be on . the
jury in our lawsuit, TYo month& before ve ware
supposed to go to trial, the Mother Church
appointed Essie Diggs to be the first black
reader in history.
Sha vae recentlv made a
teacher as
well.
Another
black,
Bettie
Thompson, was
recently
made
a
lecturer,
replacing the church's first black lecturer, who
was forced to resign.
Black teacher Pearline
Thompson was named as a witness in our lawsuit,
although she has never had any contact with us.
What will the church do now that blacks have
achieved the equal right to unnecessary deaths
of their children? My prediction is that the
church will pay for Laurie Walker's
legal
defense , but t he members will find it easy to
wash their hands of Shauntay Walker's death.
Her father is black, he is in prison, her
pa.r ents had been studying Christian Science leas
than five years. Ho wonder they didn ' t •get
their healing . • Members have a strong need to
reject their victims in order to protect their
belief that Christian science is a perfect
science for healing everything.
Mother f aced with reality ot needless death
The saddest thing I heard about Laurie Walker is
that she calle<j a doctor the day after Shauntay
died and asked if she could have been saved with
medical treatment.
After s eventeen days ot
watching your child suffer and die, constantly
suppreeeing that question in obedience to the
requirements for getting a Christian Science
healing, then at that point to ask for the
information that will rip her apart until the
end of timel
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ANO'nlER CHIUSTIAN SCIENCE D!A'nl TO MENINGITIS

Karch 28, 1984,
16- IDOnth-old
Chriatian
Science c hild Seth Glaeer died of meningitie.
Hie parent• ,,.re Eliot and LiH Glaeer of CUlve.r
city, california1 the practitioner vae Virginia
Scott o f Santa Monica. The parents claim the
baby tint became ill vith a high fever at 11
a ••• Tueeday. Wednesday 1DOrning they thought
their baby vae blproving (like hundredJI of othe.r
•true believer•• ignorantly o~rving S}'lllPtoma
of intectiou.e dieeaees) . But a rev hours later
he report..Sly bad a high fever, va• deliriou.e
and loet llUllCl• control. The Glaeer• took Seth
to the prac titioner'• home v~• he di..S.

On

here a.g ain I feel that the Svane' laborious,
painful publicity vork ha• changed attitude•
both in the preH and among public o ffic.iale, so
that theae deaths are nov getting attention.

So

The ca1itornia legielature

bear• part of the
blame tor t hese deattw.
The legielature ha•
given church lobbyiete dozen• of
religiou.e
exei11ptions vithout any regard f or the childre:n
they enda.nger.
I t ha• helped
the
church
persuade
IXl8lllber•
that
Christian
Science
t .reatment i• acceptable, effective health care
for all dieeaeea o f children.

And another proeecut.i on
On June 22, a grand jury indicted the GlaHrs
and Kre. Scott on charges of felony child
endangerwent and involuntary llllJ\elaughter.
A
church epolte...n charged that the etate ha•
•arbitrari l y {singled them out] becauee of their
religious beliefs and claimed, •It vould be
abhorrent
to
most
people
to
pros ecute
reasonable,
loving
parents
vho
lose
a
child--vhsther at hoino or in a hoapital--despite
everyono•a beat efforts. •

I really doubt that society think• Christian
Science practitioners ehould be allowed to treat
children vi th meningitie just 'because they do
their •beet.• What evidence did Virginia Scott
have that ehe could heal ..ningitia? A district
attorney ha• told - that the three baaling• aha
submittod to t .h e Mother Church to become an
accredited healer ,,.re on the order of a sore
toe and tM ~ cold.
Needless to eay, this ie, like the Laurie Welker
case, a very hietoric proeecution.
I believe
the faeteet vay to -lcAI the Chrbtian Science
church change it• policiee on treating children
is to
prosecute
their
practitioners
for
manslaughter. In Bngland and canada, vbere that
has been done, the church adviee• it• parent. to
get sick c hildren t o a doctor promptly. In ~
Right to LiD, our honorary IMJDber Cl.ifford
Cavley etat•• that tbeae prac titioner• could
theoretically be charged vith .anslaugbter in
the United Statee, wt had n.-r been.
W.ll,
nov one has, and ,,. can
the church will
comprehend that eociety
• rapidly becoming
quite intolerant of these unneceaeary deatbe of
children.

bor.

A dhtrict attorney's apoltea~ said he couldn't
recall a similar caee in Loa Angeles county.
Hovever, o her Christian Science
i dren
in f t
of
iDed cal
treatment. I called ttw Loe Ange ea County
coroner'• office tvo yeare ago and talked about
a couple ot death certificate• I had.
The
coroMr acted a• it notifying the d.i etrict
attorney about euch caaea vaa a totally foreign
idea to hia.
·~ ,
tboee children died of
natural caueea, • ha eaid.

OKLAHOMA DEALS WITH FAITH DEATHS
In December, 1982 , a Church o! tho First Born
couple, Dean a nd Patsy Lockhart, vero acquitted
of fi rst-deg roo manslaughter t or tho death of
the i r son Jason to an
untroatod
rupturod
appendix.
Oklahoma's religious immunity law
provided
an
exemption
for
mombore
of
•established• churches vith beliefs
against
medicine. Tho judge instructed the jury that
they had to voto acquittal if they agreed that
the LOckharts ' church qualified as established.
The legislature VllS so outraged that they passed
a lav providing tor pr osecution i n such cases
despite publ i c opposition tram the Chrietian
Science c hurch (and the l ess povortul Church ot
the First Born).
The nev lav vae to t ake effect Novmaber 1 , 1983.
On July 15, 1983, another Church

o f the Firet
Born child, three-year-old Benjamin P\lnlthau.eer
died after a tvo--ek struggle against untreated
pnewnonia.
The
McClain
County
proeecutor
charged
t he
parents
v i th
eecond-degree
manslaughter and argued that the
religious
immunity lav did not apply to the leeeer cha rge.
In June , 1984, Kenne th and Jude Pun>chaue•r
of
PUrcell, Oklahoma, vere sentenced to 2 years in
prison. I .n moat o f these faith casee, parents
are placed on probation and aelcAld
to
do
community service (B01Mtimee even in hospitals) .
The Funlthauaer• ' sentence indicate• eociety•e
groving antipathy t o these religiou.e pracbicea.
Their convi c tion is being appealed.
A tev veeka a go 4-year-old Vickie
Darlene
Sorrell died after being ill tor tvo veeke vith
Roclty Mounta in spotted fever . Her parents did
not seek medical caro for her because o f their
allegiance to the Church o f God Chapel in
Guthrie, Oklahou. The Logan County prosecutor
has
charged
them
vith
s econd
degree
manelaughter. Bven though Okla'hoea'• nev lav
bas gone i .n to e ffect, the proHcutor opted t or a
second degree ~•lau~hter charge becau.ee that
charge binges on culpable negligence, rather
than
the
rec ltleaa
intent
described
in
tiret-<199ree manelaughter.
Okla'hoea doee not
have a felony child endangerment charge.
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COSBX'rON--A SIGNIFICANT CONSTI'lVl'IONAL DECISION
The Coebocton, Ohio court can, mentionAtd in our
laet runraletter,
concluded on Friday, J\lne

15th.

wa•

Larry and Roberta Mi•ldmena -re charged vith
involuntary inanalaughter for the Augut1t 1 death
of their 13-month-old son 5eth ot pneumonia,
pericarditie, and complication•.
The f ather
t••tified that the baby vaa ill vith •a cold•
tor about ten day• , bad a tevar, and vomited
twice. • He appeared to be gettin9 better.
We
thought be va• lwal.ed.
we thought be va•
cutting teeth,• eaid"Kr, Kisk...na.
They lo•t their f irat child five hours after

unattended holne delivery because
the baby'• throat.

of

mucous

an
in

are ID8'lllber• of a locally formed group
callitd Chriet Aa-1>1y. Mu.ch evidence indicated
that the group vaa tied to Revorand Hobart
Pre~'• Paith A&MJU>ly in Indiana and ueed hi•
books and tapes.
The defendants,
hovever,
denied a connection,

They

Cocbocton Christ Aa89111bly is only tive or
six years old. It baa fott.y adult members vho
have already bad forty children. Faith A.8.-bly
diecouragea birth control and encourage• large
tami.liea.
Kr. Mialdmena bad hill
viutectOID}'
rave.reed atter be joined Chri•t Aaeembly.
He
and hi• vife have recently bad a third healthy
child.
The

Ohio's religioua l mwmlty lava, the reault of
Christian Science lobbyin9, are perhaps the
country'• moat cynioal. on the children
in
faith-lwaling sects.
Their
juvenile
code
2151.421 atateaa •Nothing in this section shall
be conatruad to define as an alnlsed or neglected
child any child vho is under spiritual treatment
through prayer in accordance vith the tenets and
practice of a 11911-recognized religion in lieu
ot medical treat.JDent, and no report shall be
required as to such child.• ' Its criminal code
2919.22>. •tates that •it is not a violation of a
duty of care, prot.e ction, or support• when a
parent •treats the physical or -nt.al illness or
detect• of bis child "by spiritual -ans through
prayer alone, in a.ccordance with the tcnete ot a
recognized religious body.•
Many district attorneys vould not have attempted
prosecution in the face of au.ch lava.
The
Coshocton County prosecutor vas
so
deeply
a larmed by the number of u.nnecesaary deaths
because of religion and by the several Paith
Assembly- related grou.pa springing u.p in Ohio
that he determined to challenge them.
SVorn to u.phold the lavs, District Attorney
Willia:m ,Ovens vas put in the avlonlrd position Of
arguing in court that Christ Assembly vas not a
•recognized relig ious body• and also that the
parents had not relied on •prayer alone• and
the.r efore did not qualify tor protection under
the religiou.s ilnmunity l av.
Du.ring
5eth's
illness, the parents gave him alcohol rubs, cool
baths, and CPR.
The father also called an
ambulance squad to restore his breath.i ng (after
death) . He sterilized a shoestring u.sed to tie
another baby'• umbilical cord, bu.t testified
that did not violate his religiou.s beliefs
because killing germs on a shoestring and in a
human body are different matters.
The defense

attorney pointed ou.t that i f the MisldJDena were
convicted for not relying on •prayer alone, •
other parents ~lieving in faith healing vill be
afraid to call an ambUlance .
June 11 C~n Pleas Court J\ldge Richard
Evans ruled that 2919.22A was an affirmative
defense, or in other vords that the burden was
on tha defendants to prove that Christ Aasembly
vas a • recognized religious body.•
On

Christian Science church intervene•
The next night the Christian Science church
del.ivered to the j udge's ~ a 22-page amicua
brief
defend.i ng
the
constitutionality
of
2919. 22A.
They
argued
that
the
prayer
su.be=ibed to by recognized rel.igiana vaa legal
health care for children and that it
vas
constitutional for the state to grant legal
statue to au.ch prayer/health care.
To qu.o te
some of the more outrageous ar~ta in their
brief a

The purpose Of O,R,C, Section 2919.22 is

to
prevent parent• or guardians from abusi~g
their children by failing to provide them
vith responsible inedical care or in the
alternative treatment •by spiritual means
through prayor alone, in accordance vith the
tenets of a recognized religious body •••• •
The legislature has allowed limited room for
the practice of spiritu.al healing....
[It]
set a clasai~ication vhich is reasonable and
common sense for the twentieth centu.ry in
balancing the needa of society with the
practice of spiritual healing within the
tradi tio.n ot Nev Testament Christianity by
recognized groups vith a history of sensible
responsible cooperation
with
government
authorities. ...
Though the practice
of
spiritual healing is religious, it
baa
achieved
a
position
of
respect
and
established reputation for effectiveness in
the secular world vhich meets the pu.rpose ot
the Children ' s Code as dete.r mi.n.o d by tlle
legislatu.re •••• The lavmakers looked tor
some criteria to ensure that parents vould
act in a reasonable and responsible manner.
They decided to create an exemption for
those parents whose approach to healing may
be other than lll8dical. but is substantiated
by empirical evidence accumulated over a
period of tilile.. ..
The .crite.r ia ••• of the
criminal statute ••• protects children
and
parents against experiment vith novel or
individual healing
methods
vhen
their
children are sick, even though baaed on
sincere belief, and requires parents to
provide their children with
responsible
health care.

Lav ruled unconat itu.tional
After both aides had presented their evidence,
Judge Evans ruled on Ju.ne 15t.h
that
the
religious
immunity
lav
in
2919,22A
vas
u.nconstitutional and impermisaibly vague because
it violates the religious establishment clause·
of the First Amendment and the
Fourteenth
Amendment's guarantee of equal protection u.nder
the lava, Ju.dge Evans charged that this lav
seems to create t vo classes of faith healinga
good or bonafida faith healing and bad or shalll
faith healing.
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Feder3l i naction
Faith healers vaxned
He diemieeed the charges against the parents,
but did not rul.e th- innocent,
He ea id the
parant.11 will have to answer to their
own
conecience and "ultimately, I suppose·, to a
significantly higher authority in their lives
than this court.• He warned faith healers • that
as of June 15, 1964, a new standard of parental
duty will prevail in this jurisdiction.•
He said of the Miskimena, "However intensely
they may wish to minimize their own responsibility and to euphemistically characterize the
event, the medical evidence presented in the
course of this trial establishes that their
second child did not just slip away peacefully
t o be with the Lord.• Rather, the baby put up a
valiant struggle, "but in tremendous pain., .with
a raging infection in hie tiny chest ,
he
weakened, he faltered, and he died .•
Prosecutor Ovens baa said he will not appeal the
dismissal. He cal.led upo.n the Ohio legislature
to develop more protective lava and said if one
child is saved as a resUlt of the trial and the
judge's ruling, •ve have done our job.
The Cleveland attorneys who wrote the amicus
brief for the church
have
contacted
the
prosecutor and expressed their displeasure at
hie refusal to appeal .
The Christian Science
church may attempt to get ar, Jnandamus vrit to
force Judge Evans to reinstate the religious
immunity law. Their attorney says they vill
file f o r declaratory judgement in
Franlclin
County, where Columbus, the capital, is .
The above information is taken froio. the COLOMBUS
.DISPATCH,
COLUMBUS
CITIZEN-JOURNAL,
and
convoreatione with the prosecutor.
Ohio ACLU votes to act
Staunch Ohio friends and members of CHILI>, Inc.
have been working with us for years to bring
attention to the injustice and danger of Ohio's
lave. After =any letters from 1118 and eaveral
tripe to Columbus by our honorary member, Ford
cauffiel, the Ohio ACLU's Board of Direct.or e
voted at its Karch 1963 -•ting to work tor
legislative revision of 2151 . 421, noting that
proponent.a of faith healing view these lava as
official recognition of the ~ficacy of their
practices, they have
no
apparent
secular
purpose, and they tend to entangle the state in
determining
whether
religions
are
• well-recognized• and the child's treatn.nt •in
accordance with the tenets and practice• of such
religions.
Wesley Newhouse, a meaber ot the Board of ACLU
Ohio, has pointed out that even the statutory
r equ i r e ment that the child be treated by •praye r
a lone• di scriminates among religions. What if a
church beli e ves in ce.rtain diets or exercise
rout ines? (See his unpublished essay, "Medical
Caro tor Mi nors : Balancing First Amendment and
Parens Patriae Interest . • )
Unfortunately, the Ohi o ACLO has not yet been
able t o f i nd a legislator willing to confront
the Chris tian science church and
introduce
reform o! the r e l igious immunity .laws . Some of
us feel the ACLU could have pursued
thia
project more vigorously.
The Ohio ACLU has ,
however, promised a public statement advocating
l egisla tive chnnge in the wake of the Coshocton
decision.

Last year the f ede ral goverrunent pr omulgated a
new requirement that failure to provide medical
care become part of the states • definitions of
child neglect.
The u . s. Department of Health
and Human Services assured. my Congressman in
writing that. such failure had to be reported,
regardless of religio..:s belief . Rovever, when I
asked ~ regional HHS a ttorney with jurisdiction
over Ohio i f he voUld compel Ohio to rescind
its law stating t.hat •no ·rep0rt • was required on
a child getting •prayer in lieu of medical
t reatment,• the attorney said no.
In essence,
he pointed out that HHS vould have too much mud
on its face forc ing Ohio to change a law that
HHS had required them to pass only a few years
earlier and also that HHS cannot challenge legal
recognition for Christian Science treatment of
children because HHS administ ers Medicare , which
reimburses Christian Science sanatorial
Nov the criminal code 's immunity has
been
declared unconstitutional in one county.
Will
this motivate the Ohio legislature to act or
will a child have to die in every county before
this law ia viped from the books?
DEATH IN INDIANA-FROM COUNTY UNTO COUNTY
Even in Indiana, criminal charges are nov being
tiled . The main reason for past inaction on
dozens of deaths of Faith Assembly children is,
in my opinion, the Kosciusko County prosecutor,
Michael Miner. He has repeatedly said that the
constitution and Indiana lav protect parents'
•right• to deny children IDedical care.
religious
But it is
ambiguously
vorded
because
the
Indiana
legislature, like many others, is fond
of
tossing the Christian Sc'i ence church bones that
they think mean nothing and the church thinlts
mean everything . The Indiana law aaye that a
defendant charged with denying his child medical
care may raise religious belief as a •defense.•
It does not say that the jury hall to accept such
a defense ,
To

be

au.re ,

Indiana

does

have

iniunity lav in ita criminal code.

a

Many of us feel strongly that Mr . Minar shoUld
have filed charges and at least tested the
meaning of the law in courtt, especially after
dozens of deaths there. Instead, be has sat on
hie hands and told the press, "There appears to
be more of an outcry coming f roai 11tate11 and
areas thousanda of miles from here than from
people in th.i s area . •
Furthermore, when
the
Indiana
legis1•ture
atteinpted to repeal this religious immunitr law,
Miner (according to one reporter ) did nothing to
support their eff orte and perhaps even supported
the opposing forces.
But the prosecutors of other Indiana counties
are now filing charges when Faith Asa911lbly
deatha occur in their districts,
In Whitley
County, on Juno 20th, Gary and Margaret Hall
were charged vith reckless homicide and child
neglect. in the death of their 26-day-old son,
Joel David, to untreated pnewno.n ia.
on June
29th, in
Noble
County,
the
parents
of
9- month-old Allyson Bergmann vere charged with
criminal child neglect and reckless ho1dc.i de,
Allyson was aic~ tor about eleven days with
meningitis and pnewnonia before she died. And a
grand jury will convene July 5th or 6th in
Elkhart Countr to consider crbdnal charges
against Freder ck and Mildred Stut8Jllan whose
daughter died three hours after a holll8 delivery
with no medical doctor in attendance.
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CIVIL LAWSUIT AGAINST FAITH ASSEMBLY
FAITH

llSSE.~8LY

COM£S 'l'O I OWll

In llpdl, Doug and I had " real treat.1
ClfILD,
Inc.'s !lrst t vo meinbers ca mu t.o vie1t us trom
con tt <Al rova. They 3re a g randma and g randpa
vho have two children in 11
noarby
Faith
Assombly church.
The child1·e n
lost
their
firstborns during home deliveries in accordance
vith Faith Assembly practices .
On~
baby died
because ot cerebral heinorrhaging 1 the other
likely dlod because or blood inconpa tibility
problom.s, vhich t.he baby ' s mother voe av11re or.
Whan the children expected babies again, the
grandparents (and to a lesser extent, CHILD,
Inc.) wont through g reat difficulty trying to
get the state to take action.
Iova's attorney
general has issued an opinion that parents have
no duty to the unborn or, in other vorde, that
there 1• no IJ\lch t.hing as abuso or neglect of a
tot.us. So even though ve knov before delivery
that the next baby vould likely bo in distress
at birth because of Rh incompatibility, there
vas no vay ve could get the s tate to compel any
mcdiclll
attention
at
childbirth.
Child
protoct1on otticials told the g randmother to
observe tho baby af ter birth and then go to the
sheriff tor a court order, it she thought the
baby needed medical
help.
(Later,
child
protection officials agreed that they would
interv9ne upon request after birth a.nd that it
vas not the grandJlother•e responsibility to get
a court o rder. )
The grandJloot.h er asked her
doctor f o r eymptOlllS to vatch tor and at first
he couldn't tell her any because most people
get shots t o prevent this pr oblem before birth.
Portwately, both babies voro born in good
health.
In addi tion to the rislcs o f denying people
medical care, Faith Assembly places many othe r
etraeeee on· families. Theeo grandparents have
worked so hard to maintain good communication
with t hoir children in Feith Aaeemllly.
The
grandta ther told us there is NO subject neutral
en.oug'h tor a pleasant conversation vith Paith
Aseeably ID4llllbers. You can't even talk about
s ports, care, or the veatber vith thea because
their religion
doainates
their
lives
ao
t o tally.
Their belle1'
that
au
ant.ated
chai-acta.re are satanic aevaraly liaite t oya tor
their children.
'l'bey are also opposed
to
celebi-ating Cbrist..a.s .

CHILD, Inc . W'Ould like to see states have lave
requiri.ng pregnant vo.an to at least
make
arrangcmonts for delivery of babies by licensed
physicians
or
midvives.
(I
say
"make
arrangoments• because I suppose a tev babies
aro alvays going to be born on the vay t o the
hospital
or
in
Winnebago& out
in
the
vildcrness• ve vill come up vith a better
vording tor such a standard eventually. )
Abortion r .i ghts have made it difticu1t
to
pro tect the unborn, even tho unborn vhose birth
is desired. Another OlCaJllplo ot this probleJD
occurred in Lockport, Louisiana, last summer
vhera Faith
Assembly
parents
carriod
an
infant's body in a shoebox around to church
membQr e' ho1110s praying tor reeurroction tor
torty days. The state declinod to charge the
parents because children have no rights until
bOrn alive and the state had no prooC of live
hlrt'1.

On February 3, 1984, David and Nlgal Oloeon
filed a lavsuit against the Faith Assembly
church and its leadership tor the distress
their f amily .,.nt through while Nigal vas a
member ot that church.
Their marriage vas
nearly
wrecked
and
their
children
vere
endangered by
church
prohibitions
against
medical care. Evon though her blood tyt:>O vas
Rh negative, Nigal refused to have any medical
care tor her pregnancy or delivery.
lltter tailing to get a legal consorvatorahip
over Nigal in tho courts, Dave managed to get
her to his parents' home and then to past.oral
counselling.
EventuaJ.ly,
he
had
her
deprogrammed at a coat of $12,000.
II teUI of
exit-counsellors talked to her tor seven d•ya,
and then
aha
spent
three
V'1Hlka
at
a
reha bilitation center.
Their lawsuit cha rges Faith
Asse.mbly
vith
fraudulent and deceitful recrui t mont,
false
imprisonment,
alienation
Of
atfOCtion,
involuntary servitude, invasion ot
privaey,
vrongtul
death,
practicing
medicine
and
psychology without a license, and negligent
infliction or emotional distress.
In their suit, they hope to exPQee
Paith
Assembly as a destructive mind control cult,
place a financial burden t\pon Faith Asaambl y,
educate the public in deceptive cult practicea,
and dater other cult leaders.
Dave and Higal are 111&1d.ng many talb to educate
t.be public and raise funds tor their lega1
eJCPQnses. You can support their vork oithor by
sending
tax-deductible
contributions
to
Citizens Preedom Foundation's Legal &luation,
Assietanco and Defense program (make tM check
payable to LEAD) or by checks payable to David
Oleson,
which
are
not
tax
deductible.
Donations to tho Olason •s will be repaid with
10% interest, it the case is won.
Both types
of donations should bo sent to David Oloson,
R•l,
Box
103,
Genoa
IL
60135,
phone
815-784-5591.

CHILDRBN SEIZED IN ABUSE PROBE

The AP raporta that Vermont atato troopers
ra.i ded the tundatMJntalist Kingdo111 Of Island
Pond June 22 to examine chi ldren tor abuee.
About 100 troopers, armed with search varrants
and aided by social workers and nuraos, took
112 children rrom their homes to District. Court
where otato lawyers asked to retain custody of
the children tor three days so a phya1cian
could examine them tor evidenco of beatings .
Hove•·cr, Judge Prank Mahady refused to grant
the de~entions and dozens of children luid been
released by evening.
A
spokeSlllan t o r
the
governor said tho raid bad been planned f o r
eight month.a and followed tvo year s oC ettort
to get child abllee and neglect reports trOlll
COJllDIW\e Mlllber8 •

According to
lllAJ'\Y
press
reports,
bruta1
beatings are routinely administered by church
elders. A leade r, "Eddie• Wiseman, has been
charged with assault tor allegedly beating a
12-year-old girl tor 7 hours. She had 89 volts
on her body, from her neck to her toes.
The
girl's parents onid she vas beaten tor lying.

7
One observer has also charged that the church
has buried several children's bodies without
obtaining death certificates or notifying a
coroner.
The commune, formal ly
known
as
Northeast
Kingdom Community
Church,
has
about
350
members, includ ing about 70 under the age of 5
and 170 under 18.
Last
October,
church
officials acknowledged they were building an
•ark" to serve as a trans-Atlantic carrier.
The c hurch has a
satelli~e
community
in
Navarrenx, Fr ance.

DEPROGRAMMING NATHAN TALBOT
Nath an Talbot, manage r of the Chri stian Science
church's lobbying network, and I were both
a sked by the NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL OF MEDICINE to
c omme nt on t h e l ett ers about our articles in
the December 29th i ssue. These l etters and our
commen ts were publ i shed in the May 10th i ssue
o f the NEJM. Ta lbot's commentary is reprinted
· below with permiss i on of the NEJM.
To the Editor•
These letters do cause the
c ommitted Chris t i~n Scientist to do some real
s oul-searching....
In considering
them,
I
recalled an account by a mother whose two small
children dra nk some rat poison.
After the
doctor's best effort s, she was told that one
chi id would die and the other would suffer
long-term diges tive damage. Then- the children
were placed e nt irely under Christian Science
care.
After
an
hour,
both
regained
consciousness and were well.
There was no
period of recovery ana no after effects.
I
t alked personally to the mother about this
published account . She confirmed it in detail .
Whether our healings are dramatic or modest,
can they be discounted--especiallr by those who
t ruly care about he aling-- slmply because they
d on't take place under the conditions of a
controlled experiment?
As William James put
it, "A rule of thinking which would absolutely
prevent me from acknowledging certain kinds of
truths if those truths were really there would
be an irrational rule.•
Suppos e medical efforts had healed those
c hi l dren. Woul d it have made any difference
which method of c are had been used?
Yes, an
important difference.
Without question, the
physical health of children is of paramount
c oncern to Christian Scie.n ce parents. And they
see this
health
as
being
enriched
and
maintained by something more substantial, more
enduring than
evolving
techniques--by
the
spiritual
and
moral
underpinning · and
strengthening that comes through the present
power of Christ. Eyen if contemporary medical
techniques had existed in Jesus' time or, for
that matter, during our church's early years,
nothing could have been more effective than the
divine healing that fosters spirituality and
results
in
drawing
people
closer
to
God--scmiething deeply needed in society today.
It is a rare occasion indeed when a parent
who is a conmitted church member, working with
a church-listed practitioner loses a child.
In
such an isolated case, Christian Scientists
feel just as others do vheii a similar tragedy
occurs. But in cont~st to society' s attitude

toward the loss of a child under medical care,
society makes little allowance for failure in
Christian Science. Witness the swan case.

While vividly aware of how much there is
still to learn, Ch ristian Scientists believe
that their century of spiritual healing has
real significance.
And they ask i! honest
dialogue doesn't call for soul-searching on
both sides.
The doctors who wrote in simply didn't believe
Talbot's claims of 50,000 carefully verified
healings. One equated them with the techniques
of shamans and snake-oil salesmen.
AnY church
member who read the NE.JM would be mystified by
such skepticism. They would protest that some
of
those
healings
even
have
medical
corroboration.
But do they? The church never provides medical
records, even when they report a
doctor's
diagnosis or prognosis.
The church does not
allow the public or even general church members
to see the verifications for their healings .
Although the rat poison anecdote sounds like a
dramatic, airtight healing
to
the
church
members, outsiders will ask why Talbot didn't
talk to the doctor1 the mother is only another
of Eric Hoffer's •true believers• to them.
While most medical healings are not controlled
laboratory experiments, factual records
are
kept
on
them.
Statistics,
double-blind
studies, and years of advanced study support
the physician's choice of drugs and treatment.
Cause and effect are determined as rigorously
and precisely as possible.
anecdotal
healings
reported
by
many
religions lack the scientific method.
The
Christian Science church takes one healing as
proof that its dogma is a perfect science and
other sects get comparable ego gratification
out of theirs, but they do not acknowledge the
many other possible explanations for
these
healings.
The

Talbot's complaint about societal intolerance
of his church's failures is the familiar cry of
•medicine fails too.•
What Talbot
doesn't
understand is that Christian Science has no
evidence it has succeeded, at
least
with
diseases
that
absolutely
require
medical
treatment.
Talbot's denigration of medicine as •evolvi ng•
is really its great advantage.
Thank God for
the constant search for more medical knowledge
and the willingness to change in response to
new information.
It is comical for him to
lecture doctors on open-mindedness.
No 111atter
how many effective vaccines are developed, his
church will never change its opposition to
vaccines or a.n y other advancement in medical
science. It is his church which insists that
Christian Science prayer cannot be combined
with medical treatment, not doctors.
Talbot's public appearances convey the bland,
sunny benevolence
familiar
to
many
cuit
observe.r s. But when challenged, he lashes out
with accusations that doctors are irrational,
dishonest,
lacking
in
spirituality,
and
unwilling to do any_ soul-searching. Wow!
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NATIONAL COVERAGE IN

!nm

April 16th TIME
carried
an
article,
•Matters of Faith iiidDeath, • on page 4 2, v hich
included the folloving paragraph about CHILD,
Inc.1

The

A bu1:9eoning movement to chan9e state lave
is being led by tvo
former
Christian
Scientists, Rita and Douglas svan, v ho sav
their 15-month-old son die from untreated
meningitis in 1977.
Traumatized by that
experience,
the
svans
have
become
b1placable toes of their former faith .
Nov
teaching at Morningside College in Iowa,
they
have
founded
CHILD
(Children's
Healthcare Ia a Legal Duty), Inc. to vorlt
tor nev laYB. Says Ritas • I think people
are getting more disgusted. •
The article also discuaeea the Church of God of
the onion Assembly whose objections to medicine
cauaed the death of a Georgia teenager with a
ruptured appendix and blocked cancer treatment
tor PllJllela Hamilton, the Worldwide Church of
God, Faith Aaseably deaths, and Indiana'• new
reporting lav.

THE
MCMARTIN
CONNECTION?

CASE--A

CHRISTIAN

SCIENCE

Employees at Virginia McMartin' a Day Care in
Manhattan Beach, Californ.ia, have nov
been
charged v ith over
200
counts
of
sexual
molestation of the children e.n rolled there.
The abuse is alleged to involve over a hundred
children and to have gone on for a decade.
Allegedly, the seven
de.f endanta
not
oniy
fondled and molested the children theuelvea,
but also rented them out to pedophiles and
child pornography rings.
BOth the April 29th Loa Angelef Time• and the
May 21st People have
ment on9d
that
·the
defendants are Christian Scientists.
P•orle
called the McMartin family
•a
close-kn t,
rock-solid clan of Christian Scientists. •
The
Ti'119S says the female defendants
·-t
as
iiieiiibera of the Christian Science church. •
Tbs
Times also says that Raymond Buckey nov belongs
tothe rather similar Church of
Religious
Science and that his mother, Peggy McMartin
Buckey, has recently joined her aon•a church
also.
The
Kay
1st
SaC[llJll8nto
Bee
has
identified defendant Mary Ann Jackson as an
•avi d Christian Scientist.•
Some of us vho have been in Christian Science
have strong feelings about hov the r ·e ligion' s
balmy dishonesty and facile denial of the body
could breed our nation' s largest sexual abuse
scandal. Perhaps I can elaborate our feelings
in a tutu.r e issue of the neveletter .
Me also
acknowledge, hovever, that many devout members
ot other faiths and even clergy have been
charged vith sexual abuse.
On June 14th, ABC ' s 20/20 had a gripping report
on the McMartin
Day
care
scandal.
The
allegations
present
the
lllOSt
calculated,
sophisticated deceit and sadism, perpetrate d
against children as young
as
tvo,
their
parents, and an elite co-=J.ty.
This report
vas co-produced by our honorary member, Kenneth
Wooden, vho also directs the National coalition
for Ch.ildren' s Justice.
Transcripts may be
ordered from ABC.

BRIEFLY NOTED
The trial of Dorothy McClellan, leader of the
Stonegate Christian Commune, in Charles Tovn,
west Virgi.n ia, has been continued until Augu.s t
27th.
Mrs.
McClellan
is
charged
with
involuntary manslaughter and two counts
of
conspiracy in the beating death of 23-month-old
Joey Green. Ou.r honorary members, Marc ia Rudin
and Jack Clark, vill be ~rt witnesses at th~
trial.
About
3 0 children remain
at
the
commune1 court-ordered psychiatric testing has
recently been conducted of them, USA Today
reports .
Marcia Rudin also appeared on the CBS Morning
Nevs July 6 th discussing child abuse in cults.
unstable
and
Children can be taken
from
fanatically religious parents if it's in the
child r en's best interests, the Ohio Supreme
Court ruled in June, according to USA Today .
Senator Orrin Hatch ' s Judiciary Subcommittee is
nov holding hearings on religious
liberty.
Since Senator Hatch vas the one vho added the
Christian Science amendment to S . 1003, the Child
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act, soon to be
voted on, I am following the hearings vith
considerable concern.
The June 2 Fort W9yne Nevs Sentinel h a s major
articles about 17 1110re deaths and otlllnous nev
trends in Faith Assembly.
This
sect
has
averaged one preventable death a month since
1978. The newspaper has von national avards for
its continuing investigation of Faith Assembly.
My article, "Christian Science, Faith Healing,
and the Lav,• vas published in the spring, 1984
issue of FREE INQUIRY .
A companion article,
•01trafundamentalist Sects and Child Abuse ,• by
Dr. Lovell Streiker is also featured.
These
articles are each over 4 1 000 v ords long and
valuable res ource materials. The issue may be
ordered for $3.50 from BOX s, Central Park
Station, Buffalo NY 14215.
I have bee n asked to vrite a monograph on
Children, Medicine, and Religion for Current
Problems i .n Pediatrics. I vould be glad to have
contributions
on
this
topic,
espec ially
first-hand experiences from physicians .
A short article about us vill appear in Family
Weekly. This Sunday supplement is the fourth
largest magazine in the
country,
vith
a
circulation of 28 million .
Doug and I vere featured on the June 27th CBS
pr0gram, Crossroads, in an interview with Bill
Moyers . Our BOard member, Barbara Clouse, and
Dave and Nigal Oleson have been intervi ewed for
a future Crossroads pr0gram on Faith Ass8Jllbly .
we had good
intentions
o!
sending
this
nevsletter o ut bef o re our program, but as you
can see, we didn ' t make it. Your editor is worn
to a frazzle . Good-bye for now.

